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Gazette as to not giving thumb-marks up to the end of June, That appeared to be an
act of grace on the part of the Government
This closed the case for the Crown,
Accused giving evidence on his own behalf stated that he had applied for a
licence during the current month. He had offered the licence-fee. The licence was
refused to him because they wanted his thumb-impression under the Act, which he
had refused to give. He had the licence up to the end of June and also a voluntary
registration certificate.
Cross-examined, [he said] he was not hawking without a licence at the time
stated, but was walking along with his fruit in a basket on his way to the fruit store.
He was not looking for customers. He admitted, however, that he had been
hawking in the morning without a licence. This closed the case for die defence.
Mr. Gandhi, addressing the Court, said that he really had very little more to
say than what he had said in evidence the previous afternoon. It appeared that the
Government had first issued one set of instructions and afterwards another, and the
position was that the Indians did not know where they were. If the Government wished
to proceed, they should proceed against those who were the leaders and not against
men like the accused.
Accused was sentenced to pay a fine of 10s or to go to gaol [for] four days
with hard labour.
Similar sentences were imposed on Moosa Essop, Hari Bhikha, Dyah Parag,
Saleji Bemath, Ismail Ebrahim, Keshav Goolab, and Nagar Morar, who were also
defended by Mr. Gandhi.
Ahmed Essop Dowd was also similarly charged, but did not answer to his
name when called, and his bail was estreated. A few minutes afterwards he entered
the Court and stated that he had not heard his name called. Mr. Gandhi asked
that his bail might be refunded, but the Magistrate stated that he did not have the
power to.do this.
Indian Opinion, 25-7-1908
229.   CABLE TO S. A. B. I. COMMITTEE
[JOHANNESBURG,
July 21, 1908]1
[AFRICALIA
LONDON]
FOUR MAHOMEDAN FOUR HINDU HAWKERS ELECTED TO GO GAOL
HARD LABOUR TRADING WITHOUT LICENSES. THESE TENDERED
LICENSE FEE BUT REFUSED COMPLY FORMALITIES ASIATIC ACT.
CHAIRMAN HAMIDIA SOCIETY FIVE OTHER PROMINENT INDIANS
1 It was on Tuesday, July 21, 1908, that Bawazeer was arrested. This cable was
sent as an annexure to Ritch's letter of July 22, 1908 to the India Office.